
 

Suggested Outline for the  

Senior Institute Research Summary 

 

Final Draft Due: March 11th   

 

Length: 2-3 pages for ‘Meets’ 

 

*Reminder: “If you receive an assessment below “Meets” on your 

research, you must revise until your research does meet standards.” (10) 

 

INTRODUCTION:   

- State and explain your essential question 

 

- What type of research did you do and why? 

 

BODY: 

Section 1- 3rd person  

- Summarize the main trends and findings from your sources 

What kept on coming up again and again? (Showing you it’s obviously important) 

 

- How does your research connect to the essential question? 

       Remember: this research and process is all in the hunt to answer your essential  

       question! (It’s okay if your essential question still needs to be tweaked) 

Section 2- 3rd person 

- What was shocking or surprising? 

 

- What did you read or learn that you were not expecting? 

 

- What information might contradict what you’re trying to prove/find? 

      *Don’t be afraid if that happens! In fact, it would be naïve of you to ignore any      

       contradictory evidence. Most of the time, that’s where the most interesting  

       discoveries happen.  



 

Section 3- 1st person 

- What questions does this research raise for you?  (That are relevant) 

Perhaps something you will have to take into consideration that you hadn’t  

planned on before now… 

 

- What path does your research lead you down?  

Perhaps you assumed your project would go one way, but now that you’ve 

learned X, your project will go another way… 

 

- How does your research help you decide what kind of product you will create? 

 

CONCLUSION:  1ST person 

 

- As of now, what answer do you have for your essential question? 

 

- What steps will you have to take to reach completion of this project? 

Remember, although you may be done with the summary, that doesn’t mean 

you’re done with the project! 

 

 

More helpful reminders…. 

 

- In order to avoid icky plagiarism scenarios, try to just 

summarize in your own words. Besides, it sounds forced 

when you over-use the thesaurus.  

 

- If you want to include a quote from one of your sources in 

your summary, remember to cite it! (author, pg #) 

 

- Even if you paraphrase a source, you need to cite it! (same way as a quote) 

 

- Use Times New Roman, 12 point font.  

 

- Your paper still needs to be grammatically correct and be free of spelling errors.  

 

- Putting the effort and work into it the first time around is better than doing it at the 

last minute, then having to do it over again.  

 


